
 

SOUTH JORDAN CITY 

CITY COUNCIL ELECTRONIC STUDY MEETING 

 

March 16, 2021 

 

Present: Mayor Dawn R. Ramsey, Council Member Patrick Harris, Council Member Brad 

Marlor, Council Member Jason McGuire, Council Member Don Shelton, Council 

Member Tamara Zander, CM Gary Whatcott, ACM Dustin Lewis, City Attorney 

Ryan Loose, Associate Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Melinda Nagai-Seager, 

Engineering Director Brad Klavano, Police Chief Jeff Carr, Administrative Services 

Director Spencer Kyle, Planning Director Steven Schaefermeyer, Public Works 

Associate Director Raymond Garrison, CFO Sunil Naidu, City Recorder Anna 

Crookston, Communications Manager Rachael VanCleave, City Commerce Director 

Brian Preece, Strategic Services Director Don Tingey, Fire Chief Chris Dawson, IT 

Director Jon Day, Meeting Transcriptionist Diana Baun, Special Event Coordinator 

Natalie Domino, Associate Director of Recreation Janell Payne 

 

Others: Attendance electronically via Zoom.  

 

4:30 PM 

STUDY MEETING 

 

A. Welcome, Roll Call and Introduction: By Mayor Dawn R. Ramsey 

 

Mayor Ramsey welcomed everyone present. She introduced the electronic meeting.  

 

B. Invocation: By Strategic Services Director, Don Tingey   

 

Strategic Services Director Don Tingey offered the invocation.  

 

C. Mayor and Council Coordination 
 

Mayor Ramsey said the mask mandate is ending April 10 and Salt Lake County has been moved to 

moderate risk with only 59 cases yesterday. They are going to be looking at the technology available 

and discuss possibly resuming in person meetings at the next meeting. We may be able to meet in-

person again during the second meeting in April. They would still like to have an electronic option as 

it is really helpful if someone can’t be there in person. She will be doing some testing at City Hall. She 

added today was her final meeting with the Southwest Visioning Project with the other cities in the 

southwest part of the valley. When they got together to create the Southwest Mayors Groups they 

wanted this visioning study done and they got grants from WFRC and Salt Lake County. Each city 

contributed a small amount to participate in this study. Today was the fourth and final meeting with 

the results and outcome of all of the data and she is really glad she did it. She would like to have them 

come present those findings and all of the data on growth in the southwest part of the valley, and their 

preferred scenario is 5 billion dollars of infrastructure needed over the next 50 years in this part of the 

valley. There was a lot of good information on what is already planned and approved, what is already 

in place, what is already entitled, and what it’s going to look like and take to move people around. She 

mentioned the league conference and recommends coming in person but if you can’t you can join 

electronically. 
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Council Member Shelton asked if there was any important information from the study she could share 

with everyone. Mayor Ramsey responded the most shocking information she and Planning Director, 

Steven Schaefermeyer learned was our roads are getting full. We haven’t had as much infrastructure 

put in in this part of the valley and, per Andrew Gruber with WFRC, in an area like this helps justify 

the need because if they do nothing different and don’t prioritize the infrastructure needs in the 

southwest valley the additional commute time over the next few decades in the valley will be more 

than 200%. Those results are staggering and we need to get these things done to avoid that. We now 

have the data to back this and push for things like additional legislature funding. Even with the 

preferred scenario, which she believes we will be impressed with, we are still looking a few decades 

down the road at an increase of up to 20% from where we are now in our commute time. This is simply 

because of the anticipated growth for this part of the valley. She would like to have them come and 

explain all the details at a future meeting. 

 

Mr. Schaefermeyer said Mayor Ramsey summarized everything pretty well and they would get the 

presentation and study, as well as more information out soon. 

 

Mayor Ramsey noted she appreciates WFRC and Salt Lake County and the other southwest cities for 

all participating in that study, bringing UDOT and UTA onboard and getting everyone together to 

understand what our needs are going forward. They will have to work vigilantly as there is never going 

to be an end to the need, but she thinks this is probably the best way for us to move the needle. 

 

Council Member Marlor said his business partner retired at the end of December this last year and he 

is going to be selling his business condo in the Holliday area. He is currently looking for space in South 

Jordan. He said he brings this up because the Mayor commented on travel and congestion and so on, 

and he would rather commute five minutes than a half-hour, and that’s right now. It’s going to get more 

and more jammed so he is looking forward to “coming home.” His condo sells the first of July and he 

has been having City Commerce Director, Brian Preece look for a few condos or leasable space, as 

that’s what he does for the city. He noted he left South Jordan initially because back in the early 2000s 

there wasn’t one leasable business property. He said he thinks most of the staff will agree, but now 

there is some good space. He expressed appreciation to City Engineer, Brad Klavano for opening up 

2200 West. He added it has been down for longer than projected, not because of the city, but Rocky 

Mountain Power and his neighbors are extremely happy this is open again and it turned out to be a 

great project.  

 

Mr. Klavano said he appreciates the residents being patient, it was a few weeks longer, partly because 

of Rocky Mountain Power and Dominion Energy and partly because of the weather and snow at the 

wrong time of year. He added the contractor with the Federal Aid Project is installing the curb gutter 

and sidewalk, way earlier than anticipated. He believes they are going to hit it hard and get it done 

earlier than anticipated. 

 

Council Member Marlor said on 2200 West on the east side there were some very large trees that has 

been there for decades, at least the three decades he has been there, and they, unfortunately, came down 

today so there are a lot of sad residents who have seen those trees for most of their lifetimes. 

 

Mr. Klavano noted it is hard to put a sidewalk through a tree and Council Member Marlor said they 

were sad to see them go but understands they can’t be on the sidewalk and it will be nice to have the 

safety of the sidewalk on both sides. 
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Council Member Harris joined the meeting at 4:51 p.m.  

 
D. Discussion/Review of Regular Council Meeting 

 

Mayor Ramsey noted it is a light agenda with a closed session at the end. There were no comments 

or questions.  

 

E. Presentation Item: South Jordan Crime Rate Analysis & Discussion.  (By Chief of 

Police, Jeff Carr)   

 

Mayor Ramsey introduced Chief Carr and thanked him for his significant involvement and 

engagement over the legislative session. The session started at the beginning with more than 80 bills 

that affected law enforcement that had already been proposed and Chief Carr has been outstanding 

and spent a lot of extra time and effort into trying to mitigate some policies that might not have been 

good and trying to help work on some to make them better. 

 

Chief Carr introduced a prepared presentation (Attachment A). 

 

Chief Carr’s connection was lost. Mayor Ramsey moved on with the meeting and noted we will have 

him finish his presentation when he can get back on. 

 

F.1. Discussion Item: Legislative recap. (By City Attorney, Ryan Loose)  

 

Mayor Ramsey turned the time over to City Attorney Ryan Loose and Associate Director of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, Melinda Nagai-Seager for their legislative recap. 

 

Mr. Loose announced Melinda Nagai-Seager is now the Director of Government Affairs and will be 

the city’s newest department head. He said he spoke with CM, Gary Whatcott at length about it and 

her position will stay under the City Attorney’s office. He said she has done a great job and this was 

a long time coming. 

 

Mr. Whatcott noted he was pleased and she will do a fantastic job. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said she couldn’t agree more, this is a well-deserved promotion, and having her as a 

department head over our Government Affairs is perfect. She has proven time and again her 

commitment to being all in with this and she is very good at it. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager thanked everyone and said she appreciates the support and encouragement. 

 

Mayor Ramsey noted the city now has 10 department heads, a small group of incredibly impressive 

professionals. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager noted many other organizations and municipalities are envious of how well our 

LPC and City Council have communicated their positions with respect to some of the bills this 

legislative session, not only with legislators but with other agencies and organizations. Kudos to all 

of those officials here because we have had a lot of compliments on how well organized we are and 

the communication orchestration that came from South Jordan City. We were very influential and 

quite impactful. The League as well as other cities around us have been very impressed and they 
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have expressed this to her. She said she thinks we can do better, but a lot of the votes on some of the 

bills surprised people and it is all because of the personal relationships and rapport you have all built 

with our legislators and being able to influence and persuade them to reconsider some of the 

decisions they were going to be making. She noted 503 bills were passed this general session, a huge 

amount of policy took place this year. She believes we are a bit premature in doing the recap right 

now because Governor Cox has only signed a little less than 75 of those bills. He has until March 25 

to sign and veto all the bills that have been passed and we have an effective date for the vast majority 

of those bills of May 5. She will be discussing more of this in April as we get a little bit closer to the 

league’s mid-year conference just so everyone is better prepared for all of the information you are 

going to be bombarded with when we get there. In St. George, they will be telling you about all the 

signed bills. She added she and Mr. Loose were discussing House Bill 98 which is the local 

government building regulation amendments bill that everyone here has communicated with our 

legislators about. It has quite a few problems and we know of some other agencies and organizations 

that have been reaching out to the governor asking him to kindly consider vetoing it. There might be 

some changes moving forward, and something we will discuss in April simply because things can 

change and we have only seen the 75 bills signed by the governor at this point. 

 

Chief Carr rejoined the meeting. 

 

Mr. Loose asked Mayor Ramsey if she wanted to allow Chief Carr to continue with his report now. 

Mayor Ramsey decided we were at a good stopping point to allow Chief Carr to complete his report 

and come back to Ms. Nagai-Seager’s updates. 

 

Chief Carr continued his presentation. (Attachment A)  

 

Mayor Ramsey said she appreciated the summary and we are all aware we have historically had very 

low crime rates, lowest in the county with the exception of Bluffdale, but they are such a smaller 

community than us. She appreciates the clarification even though our rates have gone up a little bit 

this year, they have gone up across the whole country. She added putting it into context with some 

numbers that are the same as Murray or South Salt Lake, those communities have much smaller 

populations than we do, and we still have lower crime rates. This information can seem a little 

overwhelming but the news is the best it could be with all things considered. 

 

Council Member Shelton asked what his takeaways were from all of this at this point, does he see 

specific patterns developing, does he have some kind of plan he’s thinking of to try and deal with 

some of these things? 

 

Chief Carr responded for us, what drives the crime rate is property crime – that is still the biggest 

issue we have. Although we see those reports of 400 simple assaults, that’s not good news for 

anybody, a lot of those are domestic-related so he thinks going forward as we see the community 

grow we are going to have to deal with some of those things. We are going to have to add officers so 

we have sufficient resources to respond responsibly to the various crime problems we’re going to 

see. He added we are in a better position regionally because he thinks the current set of chiefs in Salt 

Lake County work very well together. He has been here for 35 years and he doesn’t think it’s ever 

been as good as it is now. He sees a really good relationship, and now with us all on one system in 

the county we will be able to look at crime throughout the county and be able to tell better what 

trends are being seen across the jurisdictional lines and new ways of tracking things. We can develop 

more proactive plans than in the past. 
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Mr. Whatcott added the legislature has been putting a lot of money into public safety dispatch 

systems and public safety radio. In terms of preparing for the future, part of it is how we 

communicate regionally as well as statewide and we are upgrading all of the infrastructures that 

supports public safety radio throughout the state and that is a huge multimillion-dollar project to put 

public safety radio signals where there hasn’t been in a lot of remote locations throughout the state. It 

goes further than that though, those new upgrades happening with radio, when you get to the dispatch 

centers there are a lot more consolidated dispatch centers than there used to be which speeds up the 

process of dispatching both police and fire, but in Salt Lake County we are all on the same computer 

system now. Officers throughout the valley and the region can all share information of what’s 

happening in real-time and access data that was before split between multiple systems. These are 

basic, but fundamental to the rest of what you’re asking to have happen. Once the communication 

and data collections are all similar and put together it forms a much better union between everyone to 

cooperate better. He believes Utah is ahead of most places around the United States in regards to 

cooperating between not only police departments, but also fire and police unilaterally are working 

together in much better conditions than ever before.  

 

Mayor Ramsey thanked Chief Carr and his team for all their work.  

 

Mayor Ramsey turned the time back over to Ms. Nagai-Seager and Mr. Loose for the continuation of 

the legislative recap. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said Mr. Loose and her will be discussing two bills. They did quite a bit of work 

with everyone here, and she mentioned the leadership and communication from Council Member 

Shelton acting as president of Western Growth Coalition. He has done a lot of work speaking directly 

to some of our senators and representatives with respect to these particular bills. The first one is 

House Bill 244 which is First Class County Highway Road Funds Amendment. She thanked 

Representative Jim Dunnigan whom she has spoken to directly on a number of occasions to talk to 

him about the impact of this bill on South Jordan City’s transportation as well as Council Member 

Shelton who spoke directly with Senate Sponsor Wayne Harper with respect to this bill. Some of the 

biggest points coming out of House Bill 244 is South Jordan City is going to receive $500,000 

onetime funding for our road projects, and there will be what started as $350,000, then bumped up to 

$400,000, up to $600,000 and then with special consideration to Senator Lincoln Fillmore we will be 

receiving $700,000 every year for 15 years. She added when she last spoke with Mr. Klavano they 

believed they were only getting $600,000. Moving forward South Jordan City will be seeing 

$700,000 yearly for our local roadway projects here. 

 

Mr. Loose added it was $600,000 and what they’d been told by those in the know was Senator 

Fillmore stepped up and said South Jordan needs it. They had spoken earlier in the session about 

some of our needs and we were quite content with the $600,000 but Senator Fillmore represented his 

constituents well and we should thank him if we get the chance because that extra $100,000 will be a 

big help. 

 

Mayor Ramsey pointed out $100,000 times 15 years is significant at 1.5 million dollars. 

 

Council Member Zander wanted to clarify this $700,000 was an annual payment for the 15 years and 

noted she would call Senator Fillmore tomorrow to thank him. 
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Mr. Loose said several of our representatives stepped up to help us. This bill started at $350,000 and 

moved up, Ms. Nagai-Seager reached out directly to Representative Dunnigan who ran the bill, and 

he was very kind and great to work with along with Senator Harper. They understand the needs on 

the southwest side, and of South Jordan, and he believes Western Growth did help a lot too.  

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said the one-time funding of $500,000 dollars was just for South Jordan City, not 

every Salt Lake County city received a one-time fund, and we were very fortunate and appreciative 

of this one-time funding. 

 

Mayor Ramsey noted a lot of work went into making sure House Bill 244 ended up the way it ended 

up.  

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said in addition to all of that, up to 8 million dollars has been set aside for transit 

oriented parking infrastructure and proximity to the UTA Trax Station in Daybreak as part of House 

Bill 244. Logistically speaking, staff will have to look at it and determine how the allocation will be 

used in South Jordan as a pass-through for it. She added she spoke to Council Member Zander and 

recommended she reach out to Senator McKay and thank him, as having a good rapport with him is 

advantageous for the city and she thinks he would be very appreciative of that communication. 

 

Council Member Zander said she is happy to do that and asked if both of them were involved in 

getting this bill passed? Ms. Nagai-Seager responded Senator Fillmore particularly did, but McKay 

did vote yes and also helped to push it forward. Council Member Zander asked what Riverton and 

Herriman received? Ms. Nagai-Seager answered Riverton got $700,000 and Herriman got $800,000, 

but they did not receive the one-time funding. 

 

Mr. Loose said all of the southwest legislators stepped up. The house and senate leadership also 

understood the need, so it was a good session for southwest cities and our needs. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said there was some pushback from some of the other communities in Salt Lake 

County who didn’t like how much money was going to the southwest communities. It was a lot of 

work with several iterations to get House Bill 244 to where it ended up. She added she would like to 

send thank you cards and asked if that’s something that can be done. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said if the mayor and city council are okay with it, she would like to put together a 

card with a note and their signatures. However, if they would like an individual collection of cards 

she can certainly do that too. Mayor Ramsey responded if it’s the same card for each representative 

and it’s from all of us she is okay with that. The council members agreed. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said House Bill 433 was a huge win for the southwest communities, this bill was 

the amendments related to infrastructure funding which we appreciate Representative Mike Schultz 

and Senator Kirk Cullimore for their hard work on that. With this bill, 705 million dollars will be 

going to Transportation Investment Fund (TIF) projects, and some projects were spelled out 

specifically. One of those is the 13400 interchange at Bangerter, as well as the Herriman Parkway to 

11800 improvements of U-111.  

 

Mr. Loose noted 9800 and Bangerter is our priority and there is a general funding provision on the 

bill, so even though 9800 isn’t spelled out we have been assured by UDOT, as recently as today, it is 

one of their big priorities too. We can fully expect it to be done on the same timeline as 13400. He 
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added he is not sure what is going to happen to 2700 and Bangerter as he did not ask but will see 

those projects going and possibly completed by 2026. They are starting the environmental studies 

now. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said the 9800 South project is going to go before the Utah Transportation 

Commission probably in April. One of the recommendations is to provide a letter of support to 

UDOT and to the Utah Transportation Commission. She asked Mayor Ramsey if she would like 

them to get started on drafting a letter of support. Mayor Ramsey responded yes, she would 

appreciate that. 

 

Mr. Loose asked the council if they were okay with Ms. Nagai-Seager and he representing these 

directions on behalf of the council and mayor and their direction is to support that project as our 

priority project. Council Members McGuire and Shelton nodded in approval. 

 

Council Member Marlor asked about specifics regarding the project. Mr. Loose responded they need 

to do the study and Mr. Klavano can talk more about whether it’s just a pass-through or it’s a full 

interchange. 

 

Council Member Marlor said he is concerned Bangerter going over 9800 and his understanding is it’s 

just two lanes. He asked Mr. Klavano to confirm that. 

 

Mr. Klavano responded they are entering into a contract with a consultant to do the environmental 

study and this will be one of the first ones they get done. As part of the environmental study, they 

will look at all options, whether it goes over or under. The problem with going under at that 

intersection is the Jordan Aqueduct is right there and realistically it can’t happen, they would have to 

shift Bangerter so far west they would take out part of Elk Ridge Middle School. It will probably 

have to go over and Bangerter is three lanes in each direction so it would be carried over and 9800 

would stay at grade, just like 7800, 9000, and others. He said unfortunately it’s not feasible to go 

under. 

 

Mr. Loose said we also don’t know if it will be a full interchange or just an overpass. 

 

Mr. Klavano said it is planned to be a full interchange. They will probably look at other options in 

the environmental study but he is concerned what it would do to 9000 South, 10400 South, 4000 

West, and 3200 West. He added he knows a few people want it as an overpass only, but now all that 

traffic has to go somewhere else to come back to that area. He would like to see it as an interchange, 

but they will look at everything in the environmental study and plan to have it by the end of this year. 

If they have the funding they would do the programming in an RFP in 2022 and maybe start 

construction in 2023. 

 

Mr. Loose said whether or not it is a full interchange or an overpass, he has had a few opinions given 

to him about it. He added it has been discussed and will have to see what the study shows. Some of 

the legislators he spoke with thought it should just be an overpass while others thought it should be a 

full interchange and he doesn’t believe any of us is qualified to answer other than Mr. Klavano in 

terms of traffic. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said part of the reason why this is a top priority for South Jordan is that other 

interchanges are already receiving funding, when those are done, 9800 is going to be the stopping 
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point on a freeway that is fairly continuous. She added it is a safety hazard causing a traffic mess and 

people are not going to be anticipating this little intersection with a stoplight that could back clear up 

to 9000. This is going to be very important to traffic flow and safety, so working to get this done and 

expressing this is our top priority, is going to help make sure it gets done sooner rather than later. 

 

Mr. Klavano said he has been hammering UDOT for years and he told Chief Carr and Chief Dawson 

they might as well park at Elk Ridge and wait for the accidents to happen until we get that done. 

 

Council Member Marlor supports prioritizing this and he would like to see how this is going to 

impact us after the environmental study, but he is hopeful there will be a good solution. 

 

Mayor Ramsey asked if the council was comfortable with having a letter of support from the council 

saying this is our top priority as far as the funding of projects go along there and they all expressed 

approval. 

 

Mr. Loose said they will get a draft and circulate it, then they will have the mayor sign on behalf of 

the mayor and council.  

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager said House Bill 244 is providing funding for improvements on U-111 from 

Herriman Parkway to 11800, and wanted to discuss U-111 going northward since it is not on the TIF. 

There is a March 31 deadline for nominations for phase 2 non-TIF identified projects. She asked for 

additional direction from the council on how to potentially proceed. 

 

Mr. Loose said specifically, they want to work with Mr. Klavano and his team, along with West 

Jordan and the County because they both have an interest or ownership in part of that road (Bacchus 

from 11800 to New Bingham Highway where it becomes a state road) and we want to get UDOT as 

they are doing the south piece, which is on the TIF, to make sure the north piece is adequate as they 

will be connecting a big road on the south to a big (2 lanes each way) road. In South Jordan, it is only 

one lane going each way. He added they want to get this on the TIF so they can work it out and try to 

get the whole project done. We have been told there might be money for it, but the first step is 

getting it on the TIF. He asked if the council is okay with him working with Mr. Klavano, Salt Lake 

County, and West Jordan. Council members gave him a thumbs up and he said that they don’t want 

to miss this opportunity because it would be really weird to go from four lanes to two lanes to four 

lanes. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said especially since Daybreak is going to be building along U-111 this year we need 

to get this done and need to send a letter before the deadline. 

 

Mr. Loose said he believes the application will go to WFRC first, then they add those to the Council 

of Governments (COG) agenda. COG then decides, then it goes to Regional Growth. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said she is optimistic as the chair of Regional Growth that they can get this added as 

long as they get the stamps in place to make sure it gets there, and hopefully get this done when they 

do the south portion as well. 

 

Mr. Loose noted one other aspect of that road as it comes up from the landfill to Old Bingham is we 

have had some pretty tragic accidents there, one in particular that we are part of a settlement, and it’s 

not a good corner for sight and many other things resulting in fatalities. He said we will get it and 
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push for it on the TIF. We’ve been told there should be, or might be, money there so hopefully they 

can do both projects at the same time and they will be working towards it for this off-season. 

 

Ms. Nagai-Seager asked if there were any further questions with respect to these two bills. There 

were no additional questions, she thanked everyone in attendance and looks forward to providing 

more information at the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Loose asked the mayor and council to send their questions to him, while at their league meetings 

and as things pop up on the news as the governor is signing bills. He added he’ll make sure they are 

on top of it to understand the bills. He added many of them they can speak to now, others he is just 

getting into reading that may impact us but were less on our radar. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said those who are participating in the Legislative Policy Committee meetings (LPC) 

are going to continue having those meetings. They will not be every week like they were during the 

session, but they will have them every month. She said she doesn’t believe they are starting again 

until May, they might be doing one in April, but she doesn’t think they are because of the conference. 

She added as a recap, she believes the way they ended was with the 8 million dollars as a benefit to 

the city by way of the parking structure next to the UTA stop, $700,000 ongoing for 15 years is 10.5 

million dollars, $500,000 in onetime funding, and she is not sure what the value is of the U-111 

project hoping to get done but the Bangerter interchange that we are prioritizing is around 50 million 

dollars; this is significant and appreciates every single person working together towards the same 

goal. She said this is a lot of money and transportation infrastructure coming to South Jordan, it is 

money that we need. She asked if anyone had a ballpark for the U-111 project. 

 

Mr. Whatcott said the south piece was 5 million so he would anticipate it being 6-8 million. 

 

Mr. Loose said Ms. Nagai-Seager and he have been talking and one of the things that they were 

thinking about during the next 9-10 months until the next session is working to get smaller groups 

that are more regional. For instance, Council Member Shelton has been communicating a lot with 

Mr. Teuscher along with Council Member Zander, trying to set up two to three meetings during the 

year with Representative Teuscher or Representative Pierucci. Also, Council Member Harris getting 

with Representative Pulsipher and Council Member Marlor and trying to regionalize with smaller, 

less frequent meetings. He said he wonders if it would work for the council. 

 

Council Member Harris agreed and told him to set them up. 

 

Council Member Zander said she thinks this is a great idea because some of those people she helped 

campaign for, helped make phone calls for, so when they are making calls during LPC or round up 

calls and those quick texts, any time they’ve had more face time with them they are far more 

responsive. She said she would love to meet with Senator Fillmore and Senator Teuscher because 

both asked her to help when they ran for office and she did. Representative Pulsipher is not in her 

district but every year she puts a sign in her yard for her so there is people they have deeper 

relationships with and she thinks if we correlate that and they all jump in deeper with those 

relationships, by next session their lobbying potential is much more powerful. 

 

Mr. Loose said for political items they respond better to the political people. They will call him for 

the expertise in his area, and if it’s police they are directed to the chief, but House Bill 61, it is a 
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purely political question and our council swayed two of our legislators who were telling us one thing 

but our council pointed out they needed to think about the cities and they switched their votes. 

 

Council Member Zander added Mr. Loose and Ms. Nagai-Seager gave them great insights as she 

does not have the time to follow these issues like they can and she appreciates them sharing talking 

points because when she has 10 minutes to send a quick text their notes have been very helpful. She 

loves the teamwork, she feels this year she has been more effective because of that. 

 

Council Member Marlor said regarding the transportation issue, it would be nice if they could 

publicize this correctly and let everyone know how many dollars were raised this year, the 

commitment that they were able to get from concerted efforts, and let everyone know how 

meaningful that is. He said it would be one more blue ribbon for them that the residents ought to 

know about, he hopes this information is publicized appropriately. 

 

Mayor Ramsey agreed the public should know and the credit does go to everyone on the staff, 

council, and legislatures for making this happen. There is room for improvement in getting on the 

same page, how some of the votes go with our legislators, but this year would be a good opportunity 

to have some good conversations about why certain things are important to the city and why we see 

them the way we do. She believes there are some good opportunities in store for us this year to help 

us have even greater outcomes next session. 

 

Council Member Harris said before we go into the next session we ought to get together as a council 

and strategize about what they can do. Some really good things happened, but as was mentioned they 

can always do a little bit more and a little bit better.  

 

Mayor Ramsey said it is great the session is over, it’s a relief, and they fared well. 

 

Mr. Loose said as far as a strategy he agrees with Council Member Harris. He added Mr. Whatcott 

spent a lot of time with them this year and it looks different from the inside. If they can take part in a 

council meeting or study session in August/September/October before the session with enough time 

to talk to the legislators when they’ve built more credibility and relationships it would be a good time 

to strategize. He said in the next month or two they had talked about really getting a good 

understanding of where our legislators are voting on local control and the big picture issues, not just 

specific bills as it doesn’t tell you everything going on. Over the last little while on the local control 

issue, where do they feel your political mandate is coming from - your constituents versus their 

political mandate because that’s the council’s relationship with them. He said they represent the same 

people and we know from the surveys the league and others have done those residents trust the 

council more on local issues than they trust the legislature. Our citizen survey says they are very 

happy with what you are doing and you are using their trust wisely. He added Ms. Nagai-Seager had 

the idea during the middle of the session so they have been working on it. He asked if this sounded 

like a good timeline, May, or June we have the analysis, building those relationships, then in 

September during a free meeting we come up with our strategic planning for the session. 

 

Council Member Marlor said he would like to have more in-person moments, meetings, and lunches 

with our legislators. He said he thinks it helps to solidify the relationship and we get an opportunity 

to talk freely with them. He added he is looking forward to this new opportunity to do more of that 

coming up. 
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Mr. Whatcott said our lobbyists did a great job and between Mr. Loose, Ms. Nagai-Seager, and the 

mayor; their relationship with our lobbyists and clearly delineating what is important helped pay off 

having the right lobbyists for the right reasons and issues. He said we have a good team of people 

working for us in that regard and whether you like it or not, the lobbyists carry a lot of the load and 

they do a great job for us. He said he doesn’t think we should discount their role and they should be 

part of our overall dialogue in our strategy moving forward in the coming years. 

 

Mayor Ramsey agreed it is something that matters and has resulted in good things for South Jordan. 

She said she appreciates having it pointed out that this isn’t just about one bill, but they have seen 

some patterns in how votes tend to go regarding local control. We have some representatives who 

consistently reach out to the city and want to make sure they understand our perspective and why, 

and they vote according to what we feel is best for the residents of our city, and then we have some 

whom we would love to see do a little bit more of that. 

 

Mr. Loose said those in the past who have not necessarily paid attention will listen to Mayor Ramsey 

and better involve her thanks to Ms. Nagai-Seager and that makes a difference. Also having Mr. 

Whatcott being able to dedicate some time, his expertise encouraged the league to rely on him, as 

well as the good lobbyists. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said the thing that has helped us here in South Jordan to secure so many millions of 

dollars in infrastructure would be the fact that we are all working as a team, in one direction, towards 

the same thing. She said she can attest to the fact that city councils that are not all working together 

toward the same direction are not finding success, cities that are not coming to a consensus on what 

their priorities are, their goals and working together towards them are not having the same kind of 

success we are having and it matters to the legislature and the leadership of the legislature. She 

thanked everyone for their hard work. She noted we have a lot of unique opportunities to be at a lot 

of tables right now, we just seem to see South Jordan being leaned on heavily by a lot of different 

organizations and cities. The collective expertise and integrity of everybody here matters and it also 

pays off. 

 

F.2. Discussion Item: Summerfest update. (By Administrative Services Director Spencer 

Kyle) 

 

Administrative Services Director Spencer Kyle said we have changed the dates for Summerfest. As 

they met this year to discuss what they were going to do, more than anything they wanted to hold in-

person Summerfest. He thinks our staff has done a great job with virtual activities but the mutual 

feeling among everyone is to do anything they can to meet in person and we are starting to see 

restrictions loosen. He added he is not sure we will be all the way there in order to hold a huge event 

in May so they have pushed it to a time they think will have the greatest opportunity to have the most 

in-person events and they are excited about that. Some other changes being made along with that and 

he has Associate Director of Recreation, Janell Payne, and Special Events Coordinator, Natalie 

Domino here to give some more information. 

 

Associate Director of Recreation Janell Payne introduced a prepared presentation (Attachment B).  

 

Ms. Payne is very excited about Summerfest this year. Two major changes – moving from the end of 

May into September. They anticipate that because of the vaccine being more widely available there 

will be fewer restrictions for large gatherings with the Health Department and as a result safer and 
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more activities for our residents. The second change is the location. Historically we have had it at 

City Park and expanded through the south open field space by the pickleball courts and then utilized 

the Fitness Center and Heritage Park. As they looked at different challenges and growth in general 

that south city park location has been pressed for space so as they look for more guidance from the 

Health Department to limit crowding they wanted to have a bigger open area and the polo field space 

at the Salt Lake County Equestrian Park just west of City Park was an option that was brought up and 

specifically the southwest corner where the open polo field is. Ms. Domino has figured out the 

additional space we have, as well as other benefits to moving there including that the area is mostly 

fenced off so if the Health Department does have requirements in place with fencing or controlled 

entry and exits to accommodate tracking of numbers then we can easily accommodate those 

requirements. Also, with the Heritage Park splash pad installation going in this would displace our 

car show so there are a lot of factors that contributed to looking at new locations and she thinks it 

will be a good fit for us. Right now there are loosening of restrictions and the Health Department is 

looking to permit large gatherings where they weren’t last year. There are some restrictions in place 

now like increased handwashing stations, disinfection of high touch areas, periodically some 

designated eating area restrictions, and required signage and contract tracing. Those things will be 

watched as we get close to the event and we anticipate those will loosen up a little bit. Another thing 

to be aware of is that we are rerouting the parade in hopes of avoiding closure of Redwood Road. 

With the traffic impact at Bangerter, north and south traffic, we didn’t want to close off another one 

and create even more issues. They just had a meeting yesterday so the map shown in Attachment B is 

a little bit out of date, but only in regards to the parade staging area. Again, this is to avoid backup on 

11400 as people turn in and they are looking at swinging it around and looping out. This would 

provide some spectator space in City Park and again rerouting the parade without blocking off 

resident access. They looked at some other potential locations and this looked like the best option 

with the least impact on residents. 

 

Mr. Kyle said they also discussed while it’s great to avoid the closure of Redwood, it’s also a terrible 

road for a parade as it is too wide to accommodate parades very well. 

 

Ms. Payne referenced the presentation with lists of activities, many returning from past events and 

new highlights such as the dogs, the pickleball tournament, and the Family Cirque. This will be the 

week of September 13-18 with the bigger activities happening September 16-18. 

 

Special Event Coordinator Natalie Domino asked if anyone wanted more information about anything 

specific. 

 

Council Member Zander asked about Family Cirque and how many courts of pickleball are at City 

Park and Heritage Park for the pickleball tournament.  

 

Ms. Payne explained Family Cirque is a family that does traveling family circus acts, they were on 

the schedule for last year’s Summerfest and moved over to this year. It’s mostly acrobatic things and 

they set up their own rig and do tricks in the park for everyone. Council Member Zander asked if it 

was an observation type of activity? Ms. Payne confirmed it was and said regarding pickleball, they 

have 6 courts each and they talked about doing a split over a few nights, possibly Thursday/Friday or 

Friday/Saturday leading up to the Saturday activities where they could split it up and still manage at 

one location or the other. 
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Council Member Zander asked if they intended to use both areas? Ms. Payne answered yes, that was 

the plan. Council Member Zander then asked if this would be done by ages or groups, will they have 

doubles and singles? Ms. Payne answered they haven’t worked out those specific details but they 

know they have wanted to do a pickleball event as part of Summerfest in the past as the courts were 

being constructed and finished up last year. 

 

Mayor Ramsey said she has talked with the administration at both Bingham and Herriman High 

Schools and they are thrilled with the September date and have committed to having their bands and 

student organizations participate. It has been hard historically having it the first weekend right after 

graduation to get the young people to come. She added she doesn’t know when homecoming is but 

hopes it isn’t a conflict because it takes people away. She said she is grateful we are even having 

Summerfest and it won’t be hot. She said she is grateful for Salt Lake County’s willingness to work 

with us and let us do it at the Equestrian Park. She said she thinks what has been put together is 

fantastic and she looks forward to it. 

 

Council Member Zander noted in years past they entertained the idea of moving Summerfest because 

it is not an ideal weekend, and asked with this move to September if we are proposing it a permanent 

thing or a one-time thing. 

 

Mr. Whatcott answered no, he didn’t think they were going to make it permanent but they could 

certainly talk about it more. It is always a difficult thing to coordinate to get the floats and it is what 

has always been the driving factor. He added it’s hard to do it on holidays as they have done in the 

past. It was always difficult to get floats and participation with people out of town but if they want to 

look at moving it they can have more discussion about it. 

 

Council Member Zander said she thinks we should consider it and see what the success is in 

September because in her opinion in years past, participation has been low with it being the week of 

school just ending, they are caught off guard and just don’t come. She said she has heard many 

people asking to move Summerfest further into the summer because it’s not the best weekend. She 

said she recalls it being looked at and the feedback they got from staff was all the other weekends 

were taken by other cities so they backed off and stayed where they are at. Mr. Whatcott said they 

can talk about it again before they start again next year.  

 

Mr. Whatcott said many were wondering about redistricting after the census. They got an update 

today from the census out of Denver that they are not going to release the kind of detailed 

information we would need for redistricting until the end of September. He added it doesn’t look like 

we will be redistricting before our election this year, so they will probably stay the same for now and 

then once we get the data we will have to start processing it and it probably won’t have any value 

until the 2022 election cycle. Most of the information in the email seemed to be a lot of COVID 

related issues with the gathering of information, not having enough people – he is not sure what all 

the issues are but usually, we would have gotten it by the end of April and it is just not going to 

happen.  

 

Mayor Ramsey thanked Mr. Whatcott for the update. She said it’s disappointing not to have the 

information sooner to know what we’re up against but it’s understandable. 

 

Mr. Whatcott noted what’s sad about it is we know our districts are really misaligned, not balanced 

right, so it’s disappointing as they wanted to make sure that during this election they get the districts 
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back on track and fairly represented but that certainly is not going to be the case. There is no way 

they would have any chance of having a month to do all that work with people signing up in June for 

elections. It is just not feasible to do this year. 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

Council Member McGuire made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Shelton seconded the 

motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  

 

The March 16, 2021 City Council electronic study meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m. 
 

This is a true and correct copy of the March 16, 2021 City Council Study Meeting Minutes, which 

were approved on April 6, 2021. 

  
South Jordan City Recorder 

 







Uniform Crime Reporting 
Summary/Index vs. NIBRS

• USA TODAY  December 29,2020 

• The FBI has used the Uniform Crime Reporting Summary 
System, which was created in 1929, for the past nine decades. 

• There are about 18,000 law enforcement agencies in the 
United States. Only a bit more than 16,000 of them reported 
monthly crime figures last year in eight relatively broad 
categories.
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Crimes Against Persons  =  67
Crimes Against Property = 1,118

Uniform Crime Report 2019



Uniform Crime Reporting 
Summary/Index vs. NIBRS

• USA TODAY December 29, 2020

• The national incident-based reporting system (NIBRS) 
categorizes crime into more than 52 offense types, which 
provide more insight into the types of crimes recorded.

• In January 2021 the FBI will drop the summary reporting 
system and transition solely to a National Incident Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS), which will provide a more nuanced 
look at trends.



Moving to NIBRS



Index Crimes Against Persons  =  67
NIBRS Crimes Against Person = 708











Questions



2021  UPDATE



Date: June -> September

September 13-18, 2021
Vaccine anticipated to be widely available 
Lower restrictions for large gatherings
Safer & more activities for residents

Location: City Park -> SLCO Equestrian Park

Polo field space allows for centralized activities with limited crowding
Fenced area allows for controlled entry if required by the Health Dept.
Solution to event growth and some activity displacement due to Heritage
Park Splash Pad installation 

Event Changes



Hand Washing Stations
Disinfection of High Touch Areas
Designated Eating Areas
Additional Signage
Contact Tracing

 

Current COVID
Restrictions



Avoids the closure of Redwood Rd.
Provides more localized spectator space 
Nearby spectator parking
Avoids blocking neighborhood access

New Parade Route

f. ZQ .... 



Summerfest 5K

Chalk Art 
Stroll

Fire Station
Breakfast

Mulligans Golf
Tournament

Parade

Fireworks

Carnival

Food Trucks
Best in SoJo 

Pet Show Car ShowArtisan Market

Battle of the
Bands

BMX Dock Dogs

Family Cirque
Slow Motion
Photo Booth Bubbleologist

Movie in the
Park

Scales & Tails Petting Zoo Mermaids

Activities at a
Glance

Pickleball
Tournament



Save the Date!
SoJo Summerfest 2021

September 13-18
SLCO Equestrian Park

 

Questions?
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